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“Even So, Come,”  “Part 5(a): Warnings Posted,” Revelation 22:18 

INTRODUCTION:  Verses 6-21 of Revelation 22 form the epilogue to the book.  In these concluding verses, the Bible comes full circle.  Genesis gives the promise of a coming Savior, who would redeem His people from their sins.  That promise, which came immediately after the fall of Adam and Eve, is recorded in Genesis 3:15.  Then the Bible ends with the promise of Jesus’ second coming.  After His final invitation for salvation comes in 22:17, we see warnings posted about the danger of adding or taking away the revelation given through His last apostle.

1.  RESPONSIBILITY OF THE LISTENERS
“For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: …”                                       											Revelation 22:18a

· Affirm the Author(ity) – Revelation 1: 1-2
· Accept the Aim – Revelation 1:3
· Align with the Authorized – 2 Timothy 2:15, 3:16-17

2.  RESPECT FOR THE LAYOUT
“For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to these things,…”		
											Revelation 22:18b
· No Supplemental Revelation - Deut. 4:2, 12:32; Prov. 30:5-6
· No Strengthening Requirements – Mark 7: 6-7	
· No Speculating Results – 1 John 4:1

3.  RETRIBUTION OF THE LORD
“If anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this book;”
											Revelation 22:18c
· Promised Punishment – 2 Thessalonians 1:8-10
· Painful Penalty – Psalm 145: 20	
· Pause for Perspective – Matthew 10:28


CONCLUSION
In Revelation 22:18 God clearly posts His warning about not adding to Scripture. This warning reminds us that we are not casual hearers of Scripture; we are accountable stewards. God’s Word is not given for our editing, but for our obedience.  We do not isolate verses to suit our preferences, nor twist prophecy to fit our timelines. We interpret Revelation in alignment with all of Scripture, trusting that God has arranged His truth exactly as He intends.  We know God takes His Word seriously because His Word reveals His Son. To tamper with Scripture is to challenge God’s authority—and He promises that such actions will not go unanswered. We should not just fear the warning, but respond in faith—receiving the blessing promised to those who hear, keep, and hold fast to the words of this prophecy.
