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“Even So, Come,”  “Part 8: Come…to the Water,” Acts 2, 8, 16

INTRODUCTION:  Last week we finished the book of Revelation with the theme “Even so, Come,” one of the most hopeful prayers ever spoken.  That is (or should be) the longing of every believer, being expectant of Jesus Christ coming again.  But before Scripture ends with the church saying, “Come, Lord Jesus,” remember it records heaven saying something first.
Revelation 22:17 says: “The Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come.’ And let the one who hears say, ‘Come.’ And let the one who thirsts come.” Before Christ comes for His people…
He invites people to come to Him.  And when we look through the New Testament, we discover that people come to Christ in different ways, through different circumstances, but they all responded to the same Savior.
Today, I want us to look at three people who heard Christ’s invitation… and came to the water…of baptism.

1.  THROUGH A CONVICTING SERMON (ACTS 2: 22-39, THE CROWD AT PENTECOST)
“Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, ‘Men and brethren, what shall we do?’”                                       Acts 2:37
· Confrontation with Reality – 1 Corinthians 15:1-6
· Christ’s Role – Hebrews 1: 1-3
· Call to Repent– Luke 24: 44-49

2.  THROUGH CONSULTING SCRIPTURE (ACTS 8: 26-40, THE ETHIOPIAN EUNUCH)
“So Philip ran to him, and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah, and said, ‘Do you understand what you are reading?’ And he said, ‘How can I, unless someone guides me?’  And he asked Philip to come up and sit with him.”						Acts 8: 30-31
· Christ-Seeking Investigation – Acts 17:11
· Christ-Centered Interpretation – Luke 24: 22-27
· Christ-Following Initiation – Galatians 3: 26-27

3.  THROUGH A CRISIS THAT SHAKES (ACTS 16: 25-34, THE PHILIPPIAN JAILER)
“Suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were loosed.”														Acts 16:26
· Our Prelude of Worship – 2 Chronicles 20:20-22
· God’s Power (and Precise) Work – Jeremiah 32:17	
· The Prisoners’ Win – Romans 6: 3-6

CONCLUSION
As we have seen this morning, God draws people in different ways.  Come…to the Water means coming through conviction; coming through searching; or coming through a crisis moments that shake our lives completely.But every genuine conversion leads to the same beautiful response — identifying publicly with Jesus Christ.And that is what baptism is.
It is a declaration that says:“My past is forgiven.” “My life belongs to Jesus.” My future is secure in Christ.”The water does not wash away sin…
Only the blood of Jesus can do that.
But baptism tells the world that Christ has already done His saving work in the heart.
