CrossRoads Community Church
Sermon Summary Sheet, Week of March 15, 2026
“This We Believe,”  “Part 4: (Letting Go of) Unexpected Complication,” Luke 1: 26-38

INTRODUCTION:  Today we continue our series dealing with two things that shape the entire Christian life:
What we believe… and what we leave (let go of). We believe:
Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary,
Which means letting go of what seems like an unexpected complication in our lives, and believe that God’s plans for us are what are best for us.

CONCEIVED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT – God’s Miraculous Intervention  - Genesis 3:!5
BORN OF THE VIRGIN MARY – Jesus’ Birth as Fully Human Yet Sinless – 1 Cor. 15:20-22

1.  FROM EXEMPTION TO PERSONALIZING SPIRITUAL TRUTH
“And having come in, the angel said to her, ‘Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is with you; blessed are you among women!’  But when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and considered what manner of greeting this was."
											Luke 1: 28-29
· God’s Presence / Preference – Ephesians 1: 3-4
· God’s Power – Romans 8: 10-11
· God’s Promises – Isaiah 41:10	

2.  FROM EXPLANATION TO PARTICIPATING IN THE SPECIFIC TASK(S)
“’And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name Jesus.’”
											Luke 1:31
· Engaged by His Will – Philippians 2:13
· Enabled for His Work – 1 Corinthians 12: 4-7

3.  FROM EXCLUDING GOD TO PRAISING THE SAVIOR WITH A TESTIMONY
“Then Mary said, ‘Behold the maidservant of the Lord! Let it be to me according to your word.’  And the angel departed from her…”
…”And Mary said, ‘My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit has rejoiced in God My Savior.’”

											Luke 1: 38, 46-47
· Acceptance of His Word – John 14:23
· Adoration of His Work – 1 Peter 1: 6-9

CONCLUSION
When we confess “I believe Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary,” we are also letting go of thinking we’re in charge of the unexpected complications in our life.  When facing what seems like an impossible situation, we can say what Mary said:
“Behold the maidservant of the Lord. Let it be to me according to your word.”
Lent is the season where we learn to pray that prayer. To trust God’s intervention. To release our demand for explanation. To believe that the same Spirit who conceived Christ in Mary is still at work in our lives today, and we praise Him for that!
And when we finally surrender our complications to Him…They may become the very place where Christ is formed in us.
