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“This We Believe,”  “Part 9: (Letting Go of) Unwillingness to Conquer,” 1 Peter 3: 21-22

INTRODUCTION:  Today we continue our series dealing with two things that shape the entire Christian life:  What we believe… and what we leave (let go of). Today’s statement from the Apostles’ Creed is we believe that :
“Jesus ascended to heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;”
Which means we let go of our unwillingness to conquer.
	
1.  PURPOSEFUL ACTIVITY
“(Jesus) has gone into heaven.”
												1 Peter 3: 22a
	
· Continued Witness / Worship – Luke 24: 51-53
· Completed Work – Hebrews 1:3
· Coming World – John 14: 1-6

2.  POSITION OF AUTHORITY 
“and is at the right hand of God,”																						1 Peter 3: 22b

· Sovereign with the Father – Ephesians 1: 20-23
· Sacrificed and Favored – Revelation 5: 11-12
· Shared by Followers – Ephesians 2: 4-6

3.  POWERFUL ABILITY
“angels and authorities and powers having been made subject to Him.”
	        											1 Peter 3:22c

· Continues in Presence – Mark 16: 19-20
· Commits the Paraclete (Holy Spirit) – Acts 1: 8-11
· Cares as Priest – Hebrews 7:25

CONCLUSION
When we confess that Jesus “ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty” we are not just describing where He is—we are declaring what that means.
He is active. He is reigning. He is powerful.
And since that is true—then the issue is not whether Christ is able to conquer…but whether we are willing to live in that reality.  Romans 8:37 tells us “Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.”
In the current age, Christians rule with Christ despite not being physically with the Lord in heaven.  God has received His Son and welcomed Him back to His position of authority that we too share with Him; to contend against the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places (Eph. 6:12).  Jesus said, “The one who conquers, I will grant him to sit with me on my throne, as I also conquered and sat down with my Father on His throne.” (Rev. 3:21).

