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“This We Believe,” “Part 10: (Letting Go of) Life’s Unavoidable Completion,” Matthew 25:31-46

INTRODUCTION:  Today we continue our series dealing with two things that shape the entire Christian life:  What we believe… and what we leave (let go of). Today’s statement from the Apostles’ Creed is we believe that : “Jesus ascended to heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; from there He will come to judge the living and the dead.”
Which means we let go of life’s Unavoidable Completion.
	
1.  VICTORY AND ENGAGEMENT
“When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory.” 									Matthew 25:31
· Authoritative Position – 1 Peter 3:22
· Active Prayer - Romans 8:33-34 
· Affirmed Purpose – Acts 10:42
(Our) Victory and Engagement
· Authoritative Position – Ephesians 2: 4-6
· Active Prayer – Hebrews 4: 14-16 
· Affirmed Purpose – 2 Timothy 4: 1-5

2.  VISION OF THE END
“All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats. And He will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left.” 									Matthew 25: 32-33
· His Return / Our Readiness – 2 Peter 3:10-13
· Reward and Retribution – Matthew 25:34; 41
· Restoration and Rejection – Revelation 21:1-8

3.  VENGEANCE AGAINST HIS ENEMIES
“And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”													 	Matthew 25:46
· Punishment of the Wicked – Revelation 20:11-15
· Priority of Our Work / Witness – Proverbs 24:11-12

CONCLUSION
When we confess that Jesus Christ will come to judge the living and the dead, we are acknowledging something we cannot escape:  life is moving toward a completion.  Not randomness… not uncertainty…but a moment when everyone is brought before Him.  The One seated in authority, the One who intercedes even now, is the very One before whom we will stand.
And this is what we leave: the illusion that life just drifts on…the assumption that there will always be more time…and the habit of living without considering the end.
The end is not uncertain—it is unavoidable. And the good news is this:  the Judge we will one day face is the Savior who has already come.  He has made a way—not just to face that day, but to stand in faith with confidence on that day, and to see that others do the same.

