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That’s My King, Part 11: The Portrayal of the King(dom) cont’d., Matthew 5:4

INTRODUCTION:  Matthew 5-7 is Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount.  The major theme is the character portrayed of those in God’s kingdom.  Christ said this in Matthew 5:20, “For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.” The Pharisees had a legalistic, external righteousness, but the righteousness Christ described was primarily of the heart.  This is the character, the attitudes of the Christian, expressed in the Beatitudes, Matthew 5: 3-10.      Today we focus on the attitude of “mourning” (particularly for our sins).

1.  MOURNING FROM FAILURE AND LOSS
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.”
Matthew 5:4

· Comfort from the Spirit  – 2 Corinthians 1: 3-4
· Comfort from the Scriptures – Psalm 119: 47-50
· Comfort from the Saints  – Galatians 6:2

2.  MOURNING OVER FALSEHOOD AND LAWLESSNESS (SIN)
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.”
											Matthew 5:4

· Comfort in Forgiveness – Psalm 32:1-5
· Comfort Through Fullness – Psalm 16:11
· Comfort with a Future – Revelation 1: 1-3

3.  MOURNING BY FOLLOWING THE LORD
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.”
											Matthew 5:4

· Comfort in Submission – James 4: 7-10
· Comfort Through Suffering – Romans 8:16-17

CONCLUSION
In Ezekiel chapter 9, we see an angel marking those who grieved and lamented over all the detestable things done in the city.  They mourned over the idolatry, the sexual immorality, and the general dishonoring of God.  While others were judged, the mourners were saved.  In the same way, there is a group of people on this earth who are part of God’s kingdom.  They are identified by their mourning over sins – theirs and the world’s.  And because of this, God marks them; He sets them apart to Himself and protects them from His wrath.  They will at times be mocked by the world because they are different – because they won’t partake in or condone sin.  At times, they are persecuted.  However, they are salt and light to the earth.  They are a blessing to those who persecute and hate them.  And though disliked and, at times, marginalized by the world, God marks them and blesses them.  They are members of His kingdom, and one day they will fully inherit it at Christ’s coming.  Are you a mourner?  Blessed are the mourners for they will be comforted – both in this life and the life to come.
											Gregory Brown
